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the dead, the commodities to be distributed in charity, the
expenses on the journey to Mecca, and the price of a slave's
ransom. In all these transactions the buyer and seller
must act according to the dictates of fair play. The man
who buys a slave should lay hold of him by a hair of his
head and say the prescribed prayer ; after which, if guided
by Imam Jafar, he must change the name of his purchase.
Slaves are treated with every consideration, so much so
indeed that in the household of Eastern potentates, whose
treatment of their dependents is extremely arbitrary, the
slaves lord it over the servants.

It is said, in the traditions, that a true Muslim should
marry neither for money nor for beauty, but should be
guided by the woman's moral worth and spiritual endow-
ments. His choice is referred to the arbitrament of the
estakhhareh. " A chaste maiden will make a good wife ;
for she will be sweet-tempered to her husband, and mild
but firm in the treatment of her children." This saying is
attributed to the Prophet. "A bad wife, a wicked animal,
and a narrow house with unsociable neighbours, those are
the possessions which try a man's temper," cried one of
the Imims, himself a saintly man. " The best woman is
she who bears children frequently, who is beloved by her
relatives, who shows herself obedient to her husband, who
pleases him by wearing her best clothes, and who avoids
the eyes of men who cannot lawfully see her." These
words were uttered by Muhammad, if we are to believe
tradition.

The wedding must not take place when the moon is
under an eclipse, nor when she is in the sign of Scorpio.
The best time is between the 26th and the end of the
lunar month. Muhammad recommended festivals to be
celebrated on five occasions : on wedding and nuptial days,
on the birth of a child, on the circumcision of a child, on